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KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL 

August 27, 2012                                COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

1. Call to Order 

Chairperson Spiller called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

2. Introductory 

 Chairperson Spiller read the introductory. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance  

Chairperson Spiller led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4. Roll Call 

 Answering the roll were Chairperson Judith Spiller, Vice Chairperson George Dow, 

Councilors Frank Dennett, and Jeffrey Thomson. 

5. The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint Maryann Place as Acting Town Manager 

from August 27 – September 3
rd

, 2012 during the absence of the Town Manager. 

 COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO APPOINT MARYANN PLACE AS 

ACTING TOWN MANAGER FROM AUGUST 27 – SEPTEMBER 3
RD

, 2012 DURING 

THE ABSENCE OF THE TOWN MANAGER, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR 

THOMSON. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

6. Agenda Amendment and Adoption – 

 COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO MOVE ITEM 13I TO ITEM 12C, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW, WITH ALL IN FAVOR. 

 COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO AMEND ITEM 13B TO CHANGE THE 

AMOUNT TO $149,502, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON, WITH ALL IN 

FAVOR. 

 The agenda was accepted as amended. 

7. Acceptance of Previous Minutes – None 

8. Interviews for the Board of Appeals – None 
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9.  The Kittery Town Council moves to receive a project overview slideshow from the 

Thresher Memorial Project Group to update Council on the project plans and proposals, and to 

seek the support and endorsement of the Town Council. 

 Gary Beers came to the podium and gave some background information on the Thresher 

and its sinking.  He noted that April 6, 2013 would be the 50
th

 anniversary of the sinking of the 

Thresher and they were planning a memorial service for that day.  Mr. Beers stated the project 

would include some new signage and changes to the circle.  He continued they had received 

donations from all across the country in the amount of $45,000 and that they needed $71,000 for 

the project which he anticipated they would receive.  Chairperson Spiller stated there was a 

veteran’s memorial in front of the museum and asked if that was going to be moved.  Mr. Beers 

responded that the group was going to offer to move them but would only do so with permission.  

Susan Johnson came to the podium and indicated that she thought this was a wonderful idea and 

suggested that the group contact the Department of the Navy to pay for the memorial.  Bibb 

Longcrier, President of the Kittery Naval Museum, came to the podium and stated that his 

concern was that the new sidewalks would take away some of the parking spots in front of the 

museum.  DPW Director Maryann Conroy responded that the project was just starting to be 

designed and they would be working with the museum on the plans.  Ann Grinnell came to the 

podium and stated that she was concerned that things were going on in town that the Planning 

Board isn’t aware of and that she hoped that everyone would be able to work together moving 

forward. 

10. PUBLIC HEARINGS -   

 a.  (080212-1)  The Kittery Town Council moves to hold a public hearing to ordain 

amends Title 16, Part 1 – Article XI Cluster Residential and Cluster Mixed-Use Development 

and Part 2 – Chapter 16.2 Definitions and Article II, Zone Definitions. 

 Chairperson Spiller indicated that this public hearing did not get advertised in time and 

they were looking to postpone the item. 

 COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO POSTPONE ACTION UNTIL 9/10/12, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH COUNCILOR DENNETT 

OPPOSED.  MOTION FAILS 3/1. 

 i.  (080212-2)  The Kittery Town Council moves to hold a public hearing to ordain an 

amends to Title 16 of the Kittery Town Code to address miscellaneous corrections and updates. 

 Chairperson Spiller indicated that this public hearing did not get advertised in time and 

they were looking to postpone the item. 
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 COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO POSTPONE ACTION UNTIL 9/10/12, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH COUNCILOR DENNETT 

OPPOSED.  MOTION FAILS 3/1. 

11. DISCUSSION 

 a.  Discussion by members of the public (three minutes per person) –  

  Robert Harris came to the podium and stated that he had asked for information relative to 

bond issues which he had received.  He continued that he did not think that town should issue 

anymore so that they were able to catch up.   

 Arthur Bernstein came to the podium and stated that he had been trying to get rid of the 

trailer next door to his house but nothing had been done by the town.  He continued that he had 

spoken with Rochelle Bishop who had told him that the issue was going to be brought to Council 

that evening.  He continued the trailer was a fire trap and was infested with rats. 

 Jackie Dow came to the podium and stated that she wanted to thank DPW for taking 

down the bushes in front of the stop sign on Philbrook Ave.  She continued that there was no law 

stating that private property must be kept off public ways and that she thought that the town 

should come up with a fine if residents failed to do so.   

 b.  Chairperson’s response to public –  

 Chairperson Spiller responded to Mr. Harris indicating that there would be a candidate’s 

night held soon and he should bring his concerns. 

 Chairperson Spiller responded to Mr. Bernstein stating that she would make sure that the 

Town Manager contacted him immediately and would make sure that Council received a report 

on what was being done.  Maryann Place indicated that she thought that the CEO would be 

bringing forward a list of properties in violation in the near future.  Councilor Thomson asked if 

Council could receive a report on the impact of the new property maintenance ordinance and a 

report on the condemned property on Route 236. 

 Chairperson Spiller agreed with Ms. Dow on the fine and stated that Council would have 

a discussion regarding the matter. 

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS –   

 a.  (080112-3)  The Kittery Town Council moves to ordain an ordinance to authorize the 

execution of a multi-year contract, “Solids Disposal Hauling Contract” between Soil Preparation, 
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Inc. and the Town of Kittery Sewer Department, in accordance with Section 6.11(2) of the 

Kittery Town Charter. 

 CHAIRPERSON SPILLER MOVED TO POSTPONE ACTION UNTIL 9/10/12, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

 b.  (080112-4)  The Kittery Town Council moves to ordain an ordinance to authorize the 

purchase of a new Two Ram Baler, American Baler Model 4020XP-75 for the Solid Waste 

Facility using a five year lease agreement in accordance with Section 6.11(2) of the Kittery 

Town Charter and an alternative procurement method. 

 Councilor Dennett indicated that the items he had questions about had not been 

addressed. 

 COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO POSTPONE ACTION UNTIL 9/10/12, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

 c.  (080212-13)  The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint Heather Ross as Primary 

Building Official and Rochelle Bishop as Alternate Building Official until 4/30/13. 

 COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO POSTPONE ACTION ON THIS ITEM 

UNTIL COUNCIL RECEIVES A LEGAL OPINION FROM MMA, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILOR DOW. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

13. NEW BUSINESS 

 a.  (080212-5)  The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint a Councilor to the Thresher 

Memorial Project Group. 

 COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO APPOINT GARY BEERS TO THE 

THRESHER MEMORIAL PROJECT GROUP AS A COUNCIL 

REPRESENTATIVE/LIAISON, SECONDED BY CHAIRPERSON SPILLER. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 
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 b.  (080212-6)  The Kittery Town Council moves to authorize an alternative procurement 

method for the purchase of SCBA equipment from Industrial Protection Services, LLC in the 

amount of $149,502 for the Town of Kittery Fire Department. 

 COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO AUTHORIZE AN ALTERNATIVE 

PROCUREMENT METHOD FOR THE PURCHASE OF SCBA EQUIPMENT FROM 

INDUSTRIAL PROTECTION SERVICES, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF $149,502 FOR 

THE TOWN OF KITTERY FIRE DEPARTMENT, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR 

THOMSON. 

 Chief O’Brien stated that these funds had been approved through CIP and they would 

receive a 1% discount if the amount was paid in full within two weeks.  Councilor Dennett stated 

they only needed to approve $147,007 with the discount. 

 COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO AMEND THE MAIN MOTION TO 

CHANGE THE AMOUNT TO $147,007, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE MAIN MOTION WITH ALL IN 

FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 4/0. 

 c.  (080212-7)  The Kittery Town Council moves to approve the disbursement warrants. 

 COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO APPROVE THE DISBURSEMENT 

WARRANTS, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

 d.  (080212-8)  The Kittery Town Council moves to receive a proposed amendment to 

Council Rules Section 12, Agenda to add item 3 a. under new business for action on September 

10
th

 in compliance with Section 10 of Council Rules. 

 Councilor Dennett indicated that no action was needed on this item and it would be on 

the 9/10 agenda for action. 

e.  (080212-9)  The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint a representative to meet with 

the Chair of the Board of Assessment Review to interview Jude Flynn for appointment to that 

board until 12/11/13. 

COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO APPOINT COUNCILOR DENNETT TO MEET 

WITH THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW TO INTERVIEW 
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JUDE FLYNN FOR APPOINTMENT TO THAT BOARD UNTIL 12/11/13, SECONDED 

BY COUNCILOR THOMSON. 

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

 f.  (080212-10)  The Kittery Town Council moves to accept donations in the amount of 

$2,250 from local businesses to cover the costs for the Zerowaste Kickoff Event. 

 COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO ACCEPT DONATIONS IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $2,250 FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES TO COVER THE COSTS FOR THE 

ZEROWASTE KICKOFF EVENT, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

g.  (080212-11)  The Kittery Town Council moves to approve a renewal application from 

Delta Amusement, Inc., 182 State Road, Kittery for a Malt, Spirituous and Vinous Liquor 

License for the Navy Yard Bar & Billiards, 182 State Road. 

 COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO APPROVE A RENEWAL 

APPLICATION FROM DELTA AMUSEMENT, INC., 182 STATE ROAD, KITTERY 

FOR A MALT, SPIRITUOUS AND VINOUS LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE NAVY 

YARD BAR & BILLIARDS, 182 STATE ROAD, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

h.  (080212-12)  The Kittery Town Council moves to schedule a public hearing on a 

proposed amendment to Title 13 Septic Pumping and Maintenance. 

 COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON A 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO TITLE 13 SEPTIC PUMPING AND MAINTENANCE 

FOR SEPTEMBER 24, SECONDED BY CHAIRPERSON SPILLER. 

 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 

4/0. 

14. COUNCILOR ISSUES OR COMMENT 

 Councilor Thomson noted that the fall and winter programs offered by the community 

center were listed on the website. 
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 Councilor Dow indicated that he had attended a recent KPA meeting regarding the BIG 

project and he had some concerns.  He continued he would like to set up a workshop with the 

KPA.  Chairperson Spiller stated they would schedule a workshop for 9/24. 

15. COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS 

 a.  Communications from the Chairperson –  

 Chairperson Spiller indicated they were due to give a public report on the issue of 

plowing private roads.  She continued they would schedule a workshop for 9/10. 

 Chairperson Spiller noted that she wanted to know how the town protects the safety of its 

computer system and asked that the town manager provide a brief report. 

 b.  Town Manager’s Report 

 Maryann Place indicated that nomination papers were available for Council and School 

Committee and the deadline was 9/24 at 6:00 P.M. 

 c.  Committee Reports –   

 Councilor Thomson stated relative to the Community Center Committee, that they were 

gathering information on how other towns deal with alcohol use on town properties. 

 Chairperson Spiller went over some of the issues with the Wood Island project.  She 

noted that WILSSA was moving ahead aggressively and there were a number of issues that 

needed to be addressed.   

16. ADJOURNMENT 

 COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR 

THOMSON WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:34 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


