KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL

APPROVED MINUTES JUNE 21, 2010


Kittery Town Council

June 21, 2010          






                  Council Chambers

SPECIAL MEETING
1.
Call to OrdER
Chairperson Spiller called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

2.
Introductory

Chairperson Spiller read the introductory.

3.
Pledge of Allegiance 


Chairperson Spiller led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
Roll Call

Answering the roll were Chairperson Judith Spiller, Vice Chair George Dow, Councilors Gary Beers, Frank Dennett, Jeffrey Thomson and Jeffery Brake.  Also present were Town Manager Jonathan Carter, Town Clerk Maryann Place, Recorder Ashley Rodier, members of the press and others.


Councilor Jeffrey Pelletier arrived after roll call but participated in a portion of the meeting.

5.
PUBLIC HEARINGS


a.  (060210-1)  THE KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL MOVES TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING AND HEREBY ORDAINS THE ADOPTION OF THE MUNICIPAL AND ADULT EDUCATION FY ‘2010-11 BUDGETS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6.06(10) OF THE TOWN CHARTER.


Chairperson Spiller stated that notice of this public hearing was advertised in the Portsmouth Herald on June 4, 2010.  Chairperson Spiller then opened the public hearing.  


Milton Hall came to the podium.  Mr. Hall stated he was concerned with the Port Authority budget because the Town Council had indicated they wanted level funding and the Port Authority budget had gone from $71,000 to $93,000.  He continued he did not think it was appropriate and showed a lack of respect for Council.


Chairperson Spiller then closed the public hearing.  Chairperson Spiller then the appropriations.


CHAIRPERSON SPILLER MOVED THAT THE KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL ORDAIN THE ADOPTION OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND ADULT EDUCATION FY ‘2010-11 BUDGETS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6.06(10) OF THE TOWN CHARTER, AS PRESENTED, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW.


CHAIRPERSON SPILLER MOVED TO AMEND ACCT. 1110, ADMINISTRATION, TO EXTEND THE TOWN MANAGER’S CONTRACT FOR ONE YEAR IN LIEU OF A 1% SALARY INCREASE, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW.


A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH COUNCILOR DENNETT OPPOSED.  MOTION PASSES 5/1.


COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED THAT ACCOUNT NO. 1150 COUNTY TAX BE ZEROED OUT, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW FOR DISCUSSION.


Councilor Thomson stated that his motion was because he objected to the county tax and assessment that has been made on the town.  Councilor Dennett asked what the legal ramifications were if the town did not pay the tax.  Town Manager Carter responded the county had the right to attach property of elected officials to pay for the taxes.


A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH COUNCILOR THOMSON, COUNCILOR DOW, COUNCILOR BEERS AND CHAIRPERSON SPILLER OPPOSED AND COUNCILOR PELLETIER ABSTAINED.  MOTION DEFEATED 4/2/1.


Councilor Thomson asked the town manager to notify the county seat that there was extended discussion regarding the tax assessment and it was strongly objected.


Councilor Dennett stated the town could have and should have done better and for that reason he would vote against the motion.  Councilor Beers stated that this appropriation was over fiscal year 2010 in the amount of $447,000.00 and thought that the town departments did an excellent job with the increases they had to deal with and keeping the tax rate low.  Chairperson Spiller stated she agreed with Councilor Beers and noted the municipal employees were foregoing a salary increase.  Councilor Thomson stated he shared Councilor Dennett’s belief that more could have been done at earlier stages but thought what had been done was sufficient to meet the town’s goals for the year and that he would support the appropriations.


A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH COUNCILOR DENNETT OPPOSED.  MOTION PASSES 6/1.
6.
DISCUSSION BY THE PUBLIC


There was none.

7.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilor Thomson moved to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Beers with all in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:19 P.M.
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